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The Graduate Student Conference
on Philosophy of Education

Thursday, May 13th: 9am-1pm (PDT)
9-9:20am

Land Acknowledgement and Introductions

Room 1

Room 2

9:30-10:15am

9:30-10:15am

Orienting Education

Rethinking Schools

Timothy Barczak, Orienting Education
around Human Dignity

Neil Bassan, Dissenting Solidarity in
Free-School Education

Monika Maini, Idea of the University
in Democracy: Challenging Past
Assumptions and Creating Space
for Diversity by Cultivating
Open-mindedness

Kermit O, Moving Beyond the Pale:
A Case Against Schools and for
Community Education

10:30-11:30am

Keynote by Dr. Claudia Ruitenberg

The University of British Columbia

“Something’s Gotta Give: Education,
Reorientation, and Relinquishment”
12-1pm: On Harm and Violence
William Kuehnle, Unveiling Violence: A Girardian Perspective on
Educational Myth
Silas Krabbe, Abstract Risk and (Re)orienting Education
Addyson Frattura, Where Does it Hurt? Contending with the
Phenomenon of Hurt through Poetic and Philosophical Narratives
*By default, plenary sessions will take place in Room 1.
For Zoom links to both rooms, please RSVP here: https://tinyurl.com/GSCOPE2021

The Graduate Student Conference
on Philosophy of Education

Friday, May 14th: 9am-12:15pm (PDT)

Room 1
9-9:45am

Reorienting Amidst the Pandemic
Paul Geis, Driving Students to

Distraction: A Re-Orientation of
Study Abroad Students’ Attention to
the City

Jieun Sung, Figuring out how to do

this better? Teachers’ Experiences of
Loss, Insight, and Reorientation to a
Post-Pandemic World

9-9:45am
Freedom, Facts, and Meaning-making

Vik Joshi, Two Types of Freedom

and our Educational Prospect in
Plato’s Republic

Yuya Takeda, Facts are Meaningless
Unless You Care: An Antithesis

10-10:45am

10-10:45am

Reorienting Music and Sex Education
Travis Gratteau-Zinnel, Reorienting
Music Education: Addressing
Ensemble Supremacy

Sin Guanci, Re-envisioning School-

based Sex Education Through the
Lens of Critical Hip-Hop Pedagogy

11am-12pm

Room 2

Reorienting Learning Environments
Robyn Shifrin, Transformative
Fracture: Conceptualizing
Philosophy of Education’s
Mad(ness) Discourses

Roselene Dhaliwal, Making the
Invisible, Visible: Mapping
Exclusion through a Lens of
Hospitality

Reorienting Philosophies of Education
Nicola Robertson, Reorienting the Philosophy and Practice

of Education with Harmony and Dissonance
Itamar Manoff, Unlearning “unlearning”
Rowena Azada-Palacios, Citizenship Education: Decolonial
Analysis and Postcolonial Possibilities

12-12:15pm

Closing Circle and Reflections

*By default, plenary sessions will take place in Room 1.
For Zoom links to both rooms, please RSVP here: https://tinyurl.com/GSCOPE2021

Thursday, May 13th: 9:00-10:15am
9:00-9:20am
Room 1: Land Acknowledgement and Introductions

.

9:30-10:15am

.

Room 1: Orienting Education
Orienting Education around Human Dignity,
Timothy Barczak, The Ohio State University

I argue that what makes education good and valuable are the ways in which it upholds
the inherent human dignity of students. I will provide a starting point for how we might
view education through a lens of human dignity and how this perspective might serve as
the basis for the reorientation of a moral and ethical education with reference to Jürgen
Habermas’s theory of communicative action.

Idea of the University in Democracy: Challenging Past Assumptions and Creating
Space for Diversity by Cultivating Open-mindedness
Monika Maini, National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration, New Delhi

How do we visualize the idea of the university in democracy? What can be learnt from
the principles of the traditional idea to develop a way forward to create democratic
space in diverse universities in contemporary context? Through, this paper, following the
interpretivist paradigm, I attempt to discuss and question the underlying assumption of
the universality of knowledge embedded in the traditional idea of the university
proposed by Kant and Humboldt.

Room 2: Rethinking Schools
Dissenting Solidarity in Free-School Education,
Neil Bassan, The University of British Columbia

After the death of compulsory schooling is the free school. It represents not ‘utopian
visions’ but a particular kind of education for children as dissent from institutional
embeddedness. In my presentation, I propose some ways to think about dissenting
solidarities in the context of the free-school movement, which seems to begin in the
negation or death of compulsory school. There are limitations for dissent even in ‘free’
contexts of radical progressive education needing to be articulated.

Moving Beyond the Pale: A Case Against Schools and for Community Education,
Kermit O, West Chester University

Enclosure refers to breaking common land into private segments and forms the
underlying logic of capitalist exploitation. Considering wider interpretations of
enclosure, I argue how schools reproduce relations of domination. “Beyond the pale”
means socially or morally repugnant. “Pale” here means a stake or a fence, the
boundaries of an enclosure. In that schools are the primary apparatus by which
enclosures are reproduced, it requires a radical reimagining to move “beyond the pale”.

Thursday, May 13th: 10:30am – 1:00pm
10:30-11:30am (Room 1): Keynote Speech

.

Something’s Gotta Give: Education, Reorientation, and Relinquishment,
Dr. Claudia Ruitenberg, The University of British Columbia
Twenty years ago, in response to the attacks of 9/11, loss and mourning were a pervasive theme
of education conferences. This year, in response to the COVID-19 crisis, there is, once again,
heightened awareness among educators of the need to respond to loss. In this paper, I want to
focus on losses that have been happening for years, more gradually and less spectacularly, in the
background of both terrorist attacks and the COVID-19 pandemic, namely the losses of human
and non-human life due to climate change and other forms of environmental degradation. I will
discuss the need for an educational response to these losses that is not focused on triumph and
overcoming, but rather on reorientation and relinquishment. Using Sara Ahmed’s work on the
phenomenon of orienting and reorienting oneself, and Gayatri Spivak’s conception of education
as the “uncoercive rearrangement of desires,” I will argue that education responsive to ecological
losses must involve a reorientation of attention and desire. Using Jem Bendell’s work on deep
adaptation, I will argue that this reorientation requires a relinquishment of some of the objects of
attention and desire currently occupying education.

12-1pm (Room 1): On Harm and Violence

.

Unveiling Violence: A Girardian Perspective on Educational Myth,
William Kuehnle, The Ohio State University

Aristotle claimed that loving myths typifies the philosopher, because myth stimulates wonder and
perplexity. Yet, philosophers of education have given fairly little attention to educational myths as
such. This paper aims to consider one educational myth - the myth of meritocracy - through the
mimetic theory of French anthropologist René Girard. With a Girardian orientation toward myth, I
will argue that meritocracy, like all myths, perpetuates mimetic desire and consequently demands
and hides violence.

Abstract Risk and (Re)orienting Education,
Silas Krabbe, The University of British Columbia

Education as (Re)orientation is a risk, and this paper ambles through this tenuous terrain
attending to the specific risks of violence. The guide into such a tumultuous terrain will be Slavoj
Zizek’s work “Violence,” and his method of “sideways glances” as an approach to violence. It will
be argued that these glanced aspects — the presentation, the symbolic, the systematic — require
one’s attention, so as to mitigate the risk of traversing the violence of (re)orientation.

Where Does it Hurt? Contending with the Phenomenon of Hurt through Poetic
and Philosophical Narratives,
Addyson Frattura, The University of British Columbia
It is not only the medical doctor who asks the question where does it hurt? The poet, the
philosopher, and the teacher ask variations of the same question. In this paper, I take the
phenomenon of hurt through a philosophical and poetic analysis and question how a poem can
contend with hurt. I focus on the school as a specific site that creates, sustains, and attempts to
respond to hurt of many kinds.

Friday, May 14th: 9:00-9:45am
9:00-9:45am

.

Room 1: Reorienting Amidst the Pandemic
Driving Students to Distraction: A Re-Orientation of Study Abroad Students’
Attention to the City,
Paul Geis, Kent State University
Amidst the disruptions and limitations of the pandemic, I propose a rediscovery of the city’s
educational potential. I turn to Lewis’ engagement with Benjaminian wandering as an
educational form to reorient the practice of study abroad. Contrasting the learning perspective
of the flâneur with the studious distraction of the newcomer, I underscore the educational value
in dis-orienting students abroad, in allowing them to engage in the childlike wandering of
newcomers in their city.

Figuring out how to do this better? Teachers’ Experiences of Loss, Insight, and
Reorientation to a Post-Pandemic World,
Jieun Sung, University of Virginia

In this paper, I consider possibilities of navigating through experiences of loss toward insight and
reorientation in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. Drawing on interviews with educators about
the impacts of the pandemic, I explore educators’ experiences of loss and untethering from
familiar ways of living, teaching, and relating to one another, the world, and the practice and
vocation of teaching, and ways in which they seek meaning and reorientation through such
experiences.

Room 2: Freedom, Facts, and Meaning-making
Two Types of Freedom and our Educational Prospect in Plato’s Republic,
Vik Joshi, Teachers College, Columbia University

Reading Plato’s Republic, during the pandemic, engendered a deep, reverberating focus on
freedom in this provocative treatise. I propose two types of freedom and explore their bearing
on education. Personal freedom is defined as the license to act without any constraint, motivated
by any element of the tripartite soul. Pedagogic Freedom is a sustaining condition secured by
adhering to reason. This paper seeks, not to make and defend claims, but to engage in
wondrous inquiry.

Facts are Meaningless Unless You Care: An Antithesis,
Yuya Takeda, The University of British Columbia
The purpose of this paper is to propose an antithesis to the recurrence of rationalism and
scientism in media literacy education. Drawing on Heideggerian concept of care, I reiterate the
critique of fact-value dichotomy and seek to account for objectivity that is based on
establishment of intersubjective agreements through deeper subjective involvements in the
matters of concern. To concretize my argument, I discuss the challenges conspiracy theories
pose to critical media literacy education.

Friday, May 14th: 10:00-10:45am
10:00-10:45am

.

Room 1: Reorienting Music and Sex Education
Reorienting Music Education: Addressing Ensemble Supremacy,
Travis Gratteau-Zinnel, Iowa State University

The Covid-19 pandemic provided an opportunity for music teachers in the United States
to reorient from strict traditions of performance within band, choir, and orchestra. In this
paper, ensemble supremacy is explored through Amy Gutmann’s (1987/1999)
democratic theory of education, that seeks conscious social reproduction built on
nonrepression and nondiscrimination. Using Medina’s (2013) work on epistemic injustice
calls music educators to address identity-based forms of oppression, by asking whose
music matters and when?

Re-envisioning School-based Sex Education Through the Lens of
Critical Hip-Hop Pedagogy,
Sin Guanci, The Ohio State University

The long-standing tradition of School-based Sex Education (SBSE) centering on white,
middle class, hetero-normative, cisgender-normative, male-centric values must be
disrupted; it is not meeting the needs of students, particularly those with minoritized
identities. This presentation will explore utilizing principles found within Critical Hip-Hop
Pedagogy (CHHP) and Hip-Hop Based Education (HHBE) in SBSE classrooms and SBSE
curricula in order to better serve all students.

Room 2: Reorienting Learning Environments
Transformative Fracture: Conceptualizing Philosophy of Education’s
Mad(ness) Discourses,
Robyn Shifrin, Kent State University

Explored through the lens of Critical Mad Studies (CMS), philosophy of education
uncovers the epistemological nexus between education and medicine. This relationship
is an iterative one, with both sectors complicit in the power-knowledge dynamic
(re)creating the interventionist model of education (Biesta & Braak, 2020). CMS can
contribute to challenging prevalent discourses on mental health through transformative
fracture – beginning with a term: Madness. Mad terminology uproots embedded
conceptualizations. Unfamiliar-familiar conceptualizations fracture normalized discourse.
A fractured discourse is (iteratively) transformative.

Making the Invisible, Visible: Mapping Exclusion through a Lens of Hospitality,
Roselene Dhaliwal, Simon Fraser University

Referencing Derrida’s (2000) work on hospitality, in this paper presentation I will
conceptualize exclusion or inhospitality in higher education by way of two facets: spaces
and policies. After shedding light on invisible practices which foster inhospitality in my
phenomenological accounts, I will pose inquisitive reflection and conclude with ideas on
how to navigate this exclusion.

Friday, May 14th: 11:00am-12:15pm
11am-12pm (Room 1): Reorienting Philosophies of Education

.

Reorienting the Philosophy and Practice of Education with Harmony and
Dissonance,
Nicola Robertson, University of Strathclyde

The gap between the historically close discourses of philosophy of education and
education practice is growing ever wider. I argue that philosophers can take inspiration
from music and use dissonance (disruption) to capture the attention of practitioners
and create a harmonious balance between the two worlds once more.

Unlearning “unlearning”,
Itamar Manoff, The University of British Columbia

The term “unlearning” is often used to describe the process of dismantling or
challenging deeply ingrained frameworks and ideas seen as harmful or unjust.
However, as an educational concept, it risks obfuscating the theoretical, political, and
practical difficulties entailed in education for change. This paper will suggest an
alternative conceptualization of the conflictual nature of difficult learning that takes into
account the role of power, and disagreement, in critical and transformative education.

Citizenship Education: Decolonial Analysis and Postcolonial Possibilities,
Rowena Azada-Palacios, Ateneo de Manila University and University College London

Applying a decolonial lens to citizenship education can expose and complicate
modernist presumptions about the nation-state that often underpin it, and uncover the
ambivalence felt by pupils who, because of the intertwining of their identities with
colonial histories, may experience contradictions between school-based descriptions of
citizenship and lived experience. This paper argues for the foregrounding of this
decolonised understanding of citizenship, and proposes Bhabha’s concept of
‘hybridity’ as a fruitful way to reimagine citizenship education.

12:00-12:15pm (Room 1):

Closing Circle and Final Remarks
Join us for a final conversation and reflection on this year’s conference!

Please direct all questions to Jessica Lussier at
GSCOPE2021@gmail.com
Follow us on Twitter!
*By default, plenary sessions will take place in Room 1.
For Zoom links to both rooms, please RSVP here: https://tinyurl.com/GSCOPE2021

.

