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key messages

Leadership, policies and provision of public services
for children and families
Effective responses actively facilitate trust, relationships
and connections: Experience highlights that effective responses
in health emergencies are integrally dependent on, and actively
facilitate, trust, relationships and connections by working across
sectors, with communities, and with children and families
themselves. There is a free two-way flow of information along
with ongoing engagement.

Effective responses are strategic, planned and informed:

Ensuring children’s wellbeing at
forefront of COVID-19 responses
The rapid spread of COVID-19 has brought
complex challenges throughout the world
with children experiencing protracted
periods of lockdown and isolation from
other children, and sometimes from
parents, siblings and other family members.
In addition, children are experiencing
sudden and increased poverty, loss of
education, poor physical and mental health,
pressures on their families, new and existing
vulnerabilities and social restrictions.

This Learning Report explores learning on
children’s wellbeing from past epidemics
in order to inform responses to COVID-19.
It draws on the Justice for Children, Justice
for All 1 vision to “respond to children’s
distinct needs, and realise their full range
of rights and opportunities, to achieve
peaceful, just and inclusive societies for
all”. It has been produced by the Institute
for Inspiring Children’s Futures at the
University of Strathclyde, Scotland, UK, for
national and local leaders in government,
non-governmental and civil society
organisations around the world who are
responding to this pandemic.
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Learning from past epidemics highlights
that children and families’ needs and
wellbeing have to be taken into account in
the development of economic, social and
health protective strategies across sectors
and in collaboration with communities. Not
taking assertive action results in children
experiencing damaging impacts which
restricts their capacity to fulfil their potential,
and compromises both children’s and
communities’ post-epidemic recovery. To
mitigate these negative effects, children
must be at the heart of responses to
COVID-19: their wellbeing needs to be to
the fore in strategic thinking at all levels of
government and with their human rights
protected throughout the stages of the
epidemic.

Learning from past epidemics
Evidence shows that existing concerns
about children’s wellbeing are exacerbated
in epidemics with new ones emerging.
This results from the health impacts of the
epidemic as well as from prevention and
control measures. If children’s wellbeing is
not prioritised and given specific attention,
children, families and the communities
around them experience negative and
debilitating consequences. These, in
turn, significantly weaken countries’ and
communities’ economic, social and political
recovery, and resilience to future shocks.

Good policy and delivery of services in an epidemic requires
responsive political and professional leadership. Having a flexible
‘can do’ approach that is highly responsive and adaptable is more
helpful than a rigid adherence to pre-epidemic ways of working
that may be wrongly directed and inappropriately prioritised for
the crisis period, thereby depriving children and families of the
support they need.

Effective responses respect the importance of children’s
relationships: Effective responses enable professionals, such

as teachers and social workers, to continue to have contact with
children, and ensure children’s relationships with their friends,
peers, and family members, are supported.

Effective responses recognise the
complexity of situations: They ensure

public services work in a coherent, connected
and interdependent way to meet the needs
and wellbeing of children across services.
These services will ensure the following:

Education:

The diversity of children’s learning
experiences is supported regardless of
whether schools are open, closed or have
restricted access. Inequality is addressed
across all phases of COVID-19 responses.

Health:

Children continue to have access to health
services and information about them,
including mental health and antenatal
provision, with plans in place to deal with
accumulating need.

Child protection and social care:

Prevention measures retain their importance
as an essential service with consideration
given to the emerging or exacerbated
vulnerabilities of children. Particular
attention is paid to identifying newly
vulnerable children, who have become at
risk with the imposition of sudden and new
constraints on their, and their families lives.
This is complemented by ongoing support for
children in alternative care, or other complex
situations.

Justice:

Emergency measures are for the shortest
time possible and restored swiftly. Children’s
right to complain and their access to legal
representation and support are available for
all children including those who experience
injustice.

Play, leisure and culture:

Opportunities for play and leisure continue
to be seen as essential for children’s
development and wellbeing with restrictions
lifted as and when appropriate.1 Cultural
norms for children and their communities are
respected and supported.
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Introduction
This Learning Report
considers the following:
How can we ensure that children’s
wellbeing is at the forefront of
responses?
Impact of COVID-19 on children
Economic impact
Phases of the pandemic

What can we learn about the
impact on children’s lives from
previous epidemics?
Evidence from previous epidemics:
Negative consequences from not
prioritising children’s wellbeing

What can we learn about the
leadership, policies and provision
of public services for children and
families from previous epidemics?
Government leaders and policymakers
Public services & provision for children

This Learning Report has been developed in response to the devastating
global impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. It has been produced for
national and local leaders in government, NGOs and civil society
dealing with the complexity of responding to the pandemic. It provides
a summary of what has been learned in recent epidemics in protecting
children’s wellbeing and includes prompts that decision makers should
consider in early responses to the pandemic. It complements the work of
organisations globally, nationally and locally, who are currently examining
how to respond to the challenges of COVID-19, through periods of
containment and beyond.
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Our commitment at the Institute for Inspiring Children’s Futures
is to the rights and wellbeing of children: to ensure that children
are able to survive, develop and thrive wherever they live
and whatever their circumstances in line with international
commitments to children’s rights4. We are concerned how
children’s wellbeing can be secured in this profoundly difficult
time, recognising the challenges for every country. These
challenges are not only about protecting everyone’s health and
especially the health of the most vulnerable in society. They are
also about the economic, social and political consequences that
we are already confronting as a result of the pandemic and which
will affect us for years to come5. To ensure national and global
recovery and future resilience, children’s needs will have to be at
the forefront of policymakers’ considerations.
This Learning Report draws on a rapid focused scan undertaken
in April 2020 of grey and academic literature on learning from
recent epidemics (particularly from Ebola and also referencing
SARS, MERS and cholera). It considers recently published
guidance and reports about the impact of COVID-19 including a
rapidly developing body of technical guidance and resources6.
The paper has been informed by emerging concerns profiled by
organisations and in the media7 8, with the themes subsequently
tested with international child and humanitarian experts, and
government policy advisors who provided additional input. Quotes
are from online discussions with child and humanitarian experts.

This Learning Report has been produced by the Institute for Inspiring Children’s Futures at the University of
Strathclyde, Scotland, UK.2 Inspiring Children’s Futures has a strong track record of multi-level, multi-sector global
engagement, policy development and practice improvement. This includes, most recently, its leadership of the
Justice for Children, Justice for All Global Initiative3 which, in collaboration with the UN-sponsored Pathfinders
for Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies, embeds children’s human rights into the delivery of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals. Inspiring Children’s Futures builds on the longstanding and successful programme of the
University of Strathclyde’s unique Centre for Excellence for Children’s Care and Protection (CELCIS).
This Learning Report forms the first of the three-part programme entitled Inspiring Children’s Futures in light
of COVID-19. This programme will gather evidence on protecting children’s wellbeing in past epidemics; inform
better policies and practices throughout the COVID-19 pandemic; and influence change in the long shadow that
COVID-19 will cast over the recovery phases ahead. With our partners, we are strengthening global, national and
local approaches to ensure that we are collectively delivering on the Justice for Children, Justice for All Call to Action
to “respond to children’s distinct needs, and realise their full range of rights and opportunities, to achieve peaceful,
just and inclusive societies for all”.
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Ensuring
children’s
wellbeing is
at the forefront
of responses
“When we finally turned to children
and the vulnerability created {by
the Ebola epidemic}, we found we
were really far behind.”

Impact of COVID-19 on children
Children are profoundly affected by COVID-19. Children may not suffer the worst direct
health impacts of the disease, but they are experiencing significant damaging and negative
effects as a result of sudden and increased poverty, loss of education, poor physical and
mental health, pressures on families, increased and existing vulnerabilities and social
restrictions. 9 10 11
Nine out of ten children across the world have experienced reductions in their access to
education with schools closed or partially open, and with over 70% not at school in mid-May
2020. 12 Many are experiencing food insecurity alongside poverty and low income. Children
and their families’ access to essential support – health provision including mental health,
child protection and alternative care services, and play and youth opportunities – is not
available or restricted. Children’s everyday contact with friends, family members and other
adults in the community has been curtailed. For children whose lives are already complex
and difficult, COVID-19 has rapidly exacerbated daily challenges. These factors make it even
more important to ensure that children’s needs and human rights are realised and supported
in responses to the pandemic so that children are not left behind.13
Humanitarian and other experts on children have highlighted the danger of a ‘lost
generation’ of children missing out on important learning and experiences which will affect
countries and communities now and in the future.14 With children making up 30% of the
world’s population, rising to 50% in some countries, it is essential that children are at the
heart of emergency and follow-up COVID-19 measures. This will ensure that children do not
become ‘invisible’ in national and local responses to the pandemic.

Economic impact
The economic situation arising from the pandemic is already impacting negatively on
children and their families. Children and their families are being severely affected by
increased levels of poverty, primarily resulting from the loss of family income through
reduced hours of working and unemployment. They are experiencing hunger, inadequate or
lack of accommodation and limited access to services that usually provide support.
National budgets are under pressure, especially in countries already experiencing financial
challenges.15 16 The early responses of governments have accentuated the differences within
nations and by global region. Low income countries are under additional strain while high
income countries have put in place far reaching financial support measures which are likely
to have long-lasting effects on budgets.
Learning from past epidemics emphasises that children and their families have to be taken
into account in the development of economic strategies and policy decisions across all levels
of government and in the full range of government policy making. Not taking assertive
action results in children experiencing the negative impacts of poverty and the inability to
fulfil their potential and contribute to national and global economies in the future.17 Underinvestment in policies which impact directly and indirectly on the wellbeing of children and
their families is a significant and seriously retrograde step. This under-investment in children,
children’s services and inadequate financial support to children and families would lead
to major losses in the medium- and long-term benefits to national economies and their
societies, and longer term costs for countries and communities. Prioritising the needs and
wellbeing of children is therefore integral to the overall vision of every nation.

Humanitarian expert

Phases of the pandemic
The early responses to COVID-19, and the experiences of past epidemics, shows that there
are different phases in responding to an epidemic, recognising that these might not be
distinct, may vary in length, and might include intermittent tightening and relaxation of
emergency measures. This makes it difficult to predict the national responses that are
required a few weeks or months ahead and the impact on children and their families in these
different phases. Assessing needs and planning for the long-term as well as the short-term
helps to mitigate the negative factors which affect children and their families in this rapidly
changing environment.
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What can we
learn about
impact on
children’s
lives from
previous
epidemics?
“An epidemic is a health
check on the whole system.”

Evidence from previous epidemics
Evidence from previous epidemics indicates that child wellbeing concerns are exacerbated in
epidemics. Existing concerns may become more acute while new ones emerge as a result of
the health impacts of the epidemic as well as from the prevention and control measures.18 19
In addition, inequalities are affected by the social and financial consequences of epidemics.20
Concerns include:
•

The sudden rise in, or ongoing impact of, poverty, low income and financial insecurity
which affects access to basic services, water and sanitation, sufficient and nutritious food,
adequate housing, basic income, and risks children’s survival and development. A lack of
equity in how support and services are delivered can result in hardship and/or a lack of
access to services.

•

The impact of school closures and restrictions around returning to school results in
interrupted learning as well as children missing out on other benefits from school
attendance, such as, provision of meals, supported transitions, opportunities for play and
physical activity, and participation in a community of peers. 21 22 23 24 There are increased
risks to children of abuse and neglect due to restrictions, with teachers not having their
usual awareness of children’s wellbeing.

•

Restrictions on movement impact on everyday childhood experiences including:
children’s friendships, their access to play and leisure, contact with birth families for those
in alternative care, as well as overall restrictions on children’s autonomy. Children in
street situations are significantly affected as are children who work and those internally
displaced and/or in refugee camps25.

•

New vulnerabilities are created with an increase in the number of children in vulnerable
situations, especially those who were not seen to be at risk in the pre-epidemic period. 26
Areas of vulnerabilities which are exacerbated by the impact of COVID-19 include, online
exploitation, sexual exploitation, domestic abuse: violence, neglect, and challenges to
children’s physical and mental health.27 28 29 30 31

•

Children’s vulnerabilities are compounded by the impact on their home environment,
where they may be spending more time due to restrictions. Parents and other caregivers
can be under greater pressure due to poverty and low income, mental health issues,
housing and lack of childcare. These challenges can particularly affect single parents,
child headed households, children who are caregivers to family members, displaced,
migrant and refugee families, and those experiencing domestic violence.

•

More children are likely to be placed in alternative care or are at risk of separation from
their families as a result of the pandemic. Children in alternative care may experience a
sudden closure of their residential care and those in independent living arrangements
may experience isolation and lack of access to everyday resources.32 The challenges that
children living with their birth families experience will be compounded for those living
away from their families. 33

Humanitarian expert

“There is no ‘one-size-fits-all’ response. Know your groups
with the greatest vulnerabilities, consider geographies,
disabilities, people, and tailor your responses.”
Humanitarian expert
•
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COVID-19 measures typically do not sufficiently take into account of the diversity of
childhood experience, including: children’s age, gender, race, disability, asylum, refugee
and migrant status, sexual orientation, where children live including, for example,
geographical location, alternative care and refugee camps. A single approach cannot
meet all children’s needs. Instead, distinctive responses are required.
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•

Children in street situations can experience harsh police
responses in upholding lockdown restrictions.

•

There are other ways in which children can be physically and
socially invisible in responses to epidemics. For example, older
children up to the age of 18 are often overlooked in country
and local programming and can be seen as troublesome if
they do not comply with restrictions. Ensuring young people
are included and their agency recognised helps them support
emergency measures. At the same time, very young children’s
development can be detrimentally affected because of lack of
access to support for families and early years services.34

Negative consequences from not
prioritising children’s wellbeing
Where children’s wellbeing is not prioritised and given
specific attention in COVID 19 responses, children, families
and communities will experience negative and debilitating
consequences:

•

Children’s survival and short- and long-term
development is put at risk

Children’s formal and informal learning and their development
will be negatively impacted by interrupted schooling, and their
physical and mental health affected with disrupted transitions
between different stages of childhood and into adulthood.
As a result, children will not be able to fulfil their potential as
citizens now and in the future.

•

Children experience the multiple negative impacts of
poverty

A rise in families affected by poverty, low income or financial
insecurity will result in children living in inadequate housing, or
without a home or shelter, experiencing hunger and material
need as well as physical and mental distress.35 This will have
long term consequences for the wellbeing of children, their
families and communities.

•

Children’s mental wellbeing is negatively affected

•

Children experience the detrimental effects of stigma and
discrimination

Children experience unsafe and damaging effects due
to vulnerable situations
Children who experience online or sexual exploitation and
emotional or physical violence will have challenges to their
mental health and physical safety and will experience other
unforeseen consequences, such as teenage pregnancy. As
a result of these experiences children will require additional
support and resources.

•

•

Children’s mental health will be affected by stress arising from
pressures on the family, not being able to see other family
members and their friends and not being able to play and move
around freely outdoors.36 This will be particularly challenging for
children in unpredictable and unsafe situations, and those living
in alternative care settings or refugee camps.

Children will feel excluded and distressed where they experience
stigma and discrimination because of existing negative attitudes
or because a family member or community has COVID-19. 37 38
Adults may express negative attitudes to and about children,
especially targeted at older children and young people. Girls find
that they are expected to take on more household tasks.39

Children’s needs are not prioritised, and they do not get
access to services they need

A lack of equity in how support and services are delivered to
children and families will exacerbate difficult and challenging
situations, such as children with disabilities not accessing
social care, mental health services not being available for
acute needs or children being unprotected. This can also occur
where services are not free at the point of delivery, or access to
and the quality of, service provision is geographically variable.
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What can we learn
from previous
epidemics about the
leadership, policies
and provision of
public services
for children
and families?
“We started with a lack of leadership,
with all different agencies weighing in on
what we should do. It was like ‘freestyle
wrestling’… but we were able to readjust
from these individual strategies to …ones
with a common purpose. That adjustment
was essential to [success of] the response”
Humanitarian expert
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Observations from previous epidemics provide helpful insights for COVID-19 actions focusing
on children’s wellbeing. Experience from health emergencies highlights that transparency,
flexibility and responsiveness are key in policy and service responses. Working with
community structures and leaders helps build trust and channels for information sharing and
delivery of essential services.40

GOVERNMENT LEADERS AND POLICYMAKERS
Good policy and delivery of services in an epidemic requires the responsiveness of political
and professional leadership. There needs to be a balance between following standard
procedures and policies, making difficult judgements about the priorities for the immediate
term and those for the longer term, and having a flexible ‘can do’ approach that is
responsive and adaptable. Inflexible adherence to pre-epidemic ways of working means
that children lose out on the support they need.

Effective responses actively facilitate trust, relationships and connections:
•

Information is transparent and flows between communities and policymakers
underpinned by a common sense of purpose. 41

“The lack of transparency from government then
[during the epidemic] about what was happening,
and what they knew and didn’t know, still affects
their interventions even now, even though we
managed to contain Ebola. And as a result it’s
making it harder for us now to contain COVID-19.”
Humanitarian expert
•

Priority is given to engaging with communities and civil society in timely, meaningful and
sustained ways to inform planning and provision. Relationships with community leaders
and NGOs are seen as essential in order to access community knowledge, make better
decisions, build trust and lessen discrimination. Politicised responses undermine trust.

•

The power of communities is recognised in developing localised responses.42 Community
responses are supported through funding and maintaining community infrastructure
so that local organisations and groups can deliver and inform local and national
government decisions.

•

There is a commitment to engage with children and their families in order to ensure their
views and experiences shape effective policy and service responses. Meaningful ways to
hear from children are put in place with community and NGO support.

•

Support to poorer families and communities, and the most vulnerable within them, is
at the heart of responses. Funding to organisations and services, and cash transfers
to families, are delivered in timely, transparent and effective ways so financial support
arrives when it is needed.

•

Communications and information are shared across sectors and with communities and
families in accessible formats. This includes the provision of information to children of all
ages.
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Public Services & Provision For Children
Learning from past epidemics has identified that inter-agency, inter-sectoral working should be
promoted and supported, with health care forming only one part of the wider service response to
epidemics.45 Economic, education, social and health sectors’ responses are coordinated, recognising
that these are complex and interdependent, to ensure that children’s diverse needs can be met.

Effective responses are strategic, planned and informed:

“Don’t create new structures. We ignored existing
structures, and created new ones, which just added
unnecessary pressures…What’s needed is shared
leadership [across national, local and community
levels].”

•

Humanitarian expert

•

Budgets for children and the services that support them are appropriate to the identified needs,
and are sustained and, where necessary, increased in order to ensure the wellbeing of children and
their families.
The phases of the epidemic response are anticipated, recognising that these might not be distinct,
and that relaxation of measures might be followed by intermittent tightening. The long-term, as
well as the short-term, impact of measures are taken into account in planning, resourcing and
implementation, and plans are put in place to mitigate any negative factors.43

“No more cases does not mean the end of the epidemic.
Prepare now for the long term, including recovery and
development.”
Humanitarian expert
•

•

Surges in demand are anticipated across all services after lifting or easing of
emergency measures.
The case for broad-based and sustained political and resource commitment is
built over the medium and long term to advance the wellbeing of children, given
the centrality of children to the future strength of every society and their long-term
contribution. This needs to take into account the setbacks that may have occurred in
each phase of the epidemic.

•

The policy and practice advances that have been gained in supporting children’s
wellbeing are protected. Emergency measures are proportionate with an assessment
of the impact on children’s human rights in all phases of the epidemic. 44

•

There is robust collection of data which goes beyond the collection of health
information and gathers information on children and families who are most
vulnerable. These data feed into risk analysis and long-term recovery planning. What
has been learnt is tracked and documented, with learning integrated into ongoing
systems.

“Document your learning nowincluding especially your failures—
for the next pandemic response.
We didn’t do that, and we didn’t
‘institutionalise’ what was
successful, so now with COVID-19,
despite all we did successfully to
stop Ebola, we’re starting from
scratch again.”
Humanitarian expert
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Effective responses respect the importance of children’s relationships:
•

Responses and approaches are chosen that maintain professionals’ relationships with
children, taking account of, and mitigating the impact of, professionals’ absences, working
from home, and loss of posts and redeployment.

•

The role of, and children’s access to, helplines and other similar services are especially
important to access independent and confidential support.

•

Children’s relationships with their peers are supported, especially in different phases of the
pandemic. This includes facilitating access to play and leisure.

Effective responses recognise the complexity of the situation and ensure public
services work in a coherent, connected and interdependent way to meet the needs of
children:
These services will ensure the following:
•

Education: The diversity of children’s learning experiences is supported regardless of whether
schools are open, closed or have restricted access.46 Inequality is addressed across all phases
of COVID-19 responses. School staff ensure that they maintain regular contact with children
and work with other public services where there are concerns.

•

Health: Children continue to have access to health services and information about them,
including mental health and antenatal provision. Flexible provision enables the assessment
of need, and appropriate responses where urgent. There is a plan to deal with accumulating
need, paying special attention to support for children where they have been bereaved or have
an ill family member. Birth registration services are maintained to avoid introducing new and
serious vulnerability factors for children.

•

Child protection and social care: Children’s care and protection services are more effective
where approaches to children and families’ acute and ongoing needs are systematic
and responsive. Prevention measures retain their importance as an essential service with
consideration given to the emerging or exacerbated vulnerabilities of children. 47 Particular
attention is paid to identifying the newly vulnerable children, who have no history of previous
vulnerability, but who have become at risk with the imposition of sudden and new constraints
on their, and their families’, lives.
There is ongoing support for children in alternative care. Disabled children and children
with complex needs continue to be supported so that their needs are met in planned and
resourced ways.

•

Justice: Emergency measures are for the shortest time possible and restored swiftly.48
Children’s rights including their right to complain and their access to legal representation and
support are available for all children who need it including those who experience profound
and sustained injustice.49 Young people are released from detention facilities where safety for
young people and others is possible, and entry to detention facilities is paused.50

•

Play, leisure and culture: Opportunities for play and leisure continue to be seen as essential
for children’s development and wellbeing with children able to access outdoor play areas and
youth provision as soon as emergency measures allow.51 Cultural norms are respected and
supported.
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Conclusion
The coming months and years are crucial for our global
wellbeing. Protecting children’s wellbeing involves providing
services that enable their growth and development, and
preventing harm; as well as enabling children’s participation
in the determination and direction of their lives. These are
functions that will be central to our recovery. Decision makers
therefore need to ensure that children’s needs are prioritised
during all the different phases of the pandemic. By taking
children’s needs and rights into account, governments at
national and local level will be supporting the recovery and
resilience of their citizens and communities.
Our Inspiring Children’s Futures efforts at the University of
Strathclyde in Scotland is working in partnership to strengthen
global, national and local approaches, in the long-term postCOVID recovery, to ensure that we are collectively delivering
on the Justice for Children, Justice for All Call to Action to
“respond to children’s distinct needs, and realize their full
range of rights and opportunities, to achieve peaceful, just
and inclusive societies for all”.52

fifteen

sixteen

6

End notes
1

Chatterjee, S, ‘Access to Play for Children in Situations of Crisis: Synthesis
of Research in Six Countries’ (2017) International Play Association available
at http://ipaworld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/IPA-APC-ResearchSynthesis-Reportsinglepg.pdf

2

See Institute for Inspiring Children’s Futures at the University of Strathclyde
https://www.strath.ac.uk/humanities/inspiringchildrensfutures/

3

Pathfinders for Peace, Just and Inclusive Societies, Justice for Children, Justice for
All (June 2019) available at https://www.justice.sdg16.plus/justiceforchildren

4

Convention on the Rights of the Child (adopted 20 November 1989, entered into
force 2nd September 1990) 1577 UNTS 3

5

Goudie, A, ‘Re-thinking our Global Economic Future’ (2020) University of
Strathclyde, Fraser of Allander Institute available at https://www.sbs.strath.ac.uk/
feeds/news.aspx?id=2023

6

See The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action https://www.
alliancecpha.org/en, Better Care Network https://bettercarenetwork.org, End
Violence Against Children https://www.end-violence.org/protecting-childrenduring-covid-19-outbreak, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and
Development http://www.oecd.org, UNICEF https://www.unicef.org/coronavirus/
covid-19 and World Health Organisation https://www.who.int/emergencies/
diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019/technical-guidance

15

Goudie, A, ‘Re-thinking our Global Economic Future’ (2020) University of
Strathclyde, Fraser of Allander Institute available at https://www.sbs.strath.ac.uk/
feeds/news.aspx?id=2023

16

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, ‘COVID-19:
Protecting People and Societies’ (OECD, 2020) available at https://www.oecd.
org/inclusive-growth/resources/COVID-19-Protecting-people-and-societies.
pdf>

17

Goudie, A, ‘Re-thinking our Global Economic Future’ (2020) University of
Strathclyde, Fraser of Allander Institute available at https://www.sbs.strath.ac.uk/
feeds/news.aspx?id=2023

18

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Advocacy Messages for
Child Protection Actors: Prioritizing Child Protection in COVID-19 Response Plans’
(23rd April 2020) available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/covid19advocacy

19

Kostelny, K, Lamin, D, Manyeh, M, Ondoro, K, Stark, L, Lilley, S, and Wessells,
M, Save the Children Research Paper ‘Worse than the war: An ethnographic
study of the impact of the Ebola crisis on life, sex, teenage pregnancy, and a
community-driven intervention in rural Sierra Leone’ (2016) available at https://
resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/library/worse-war-ethnographic-studyimpact-ebola-crisis-life-sex-teenage-pregnancy-and-community

20

Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, ‘COVID-19:
Protecting People and Societies’ (OECD, 2020) available at https://www.oecd.
org/inclusive-growth/resources/COVID-19-Protecting-people-and-societies.pdf

21

Stevenson, E, Barrios, L, Cordell, R et al, ‘Pandemic Influenza Planning:
Addressing the Needs of Children’ (2009) 99 American Journal of Public Health
S255

22

World Health Organization, Guidance for Managing Ethical Issues in Infectious
Disease Outbreaks (World Health Organisation, 2016)

23

Cullinane, C, and Montacute, R, ‘COVID-19 and Social Mobility: Impact Brief
School Shutdown’ (Sutton Trust, April 2020) available at https://www.suttontrust.
com/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-19-Impact-Brief-School-Shutdown.
pdf

24

UNESCO, ‘Adverse Consequences of School Closures’ (UNESCO, 2020) available
at https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/consequences

25

Fore, H, ‘COVID-19 could devastate refugee, migrant and internally displaced
populations without urgent international action’ (UNICEF, 1 April 2020) available
at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-pandemic-could-devastaterefugee-migrant-and-internally-displaced

26

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action and UNICEF,
‘Technical Note: COVID-19 and Children Deprived of their Liberty’ (8th April)
available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/
covid-19_and_children_deprived_of_their_liberty_v1_lowres_0.
pdf?file=1&type=node&id=37576

th

7

See Editorial, ‘The Guardian View on Children in the Pandemic: Hidden Victims’
The Guardian (28th April 2020) available at https://www.theguardian.com/
commentisfree/2020/apr/28/the-guardian-view-on-children-in-the-pandemichidden-victims

8

Orlassino,C, ‘The COVID-19 Threat to Generation Equality: Harnessing Data
Insights to Protect the most Vulnerable Girls’ (Save The Children, 29th April
2020) available at https://blogs.savethechildren.org.uk/2020/04/the-covid-19threat-to-generation-equality-harnessing-data-insights-to-protect-the-mostvulnerable-girls/

9

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Technical Note:
Protection of Children during the Coronavirus Pandemic V.1’ (March 2020)
available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/COVD19

10

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Advocacy Messages for
Child Protection Actors: Prioritizing Child Protection in COVID-19 Response Plans’
(23rd April 2020) available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/covid19advocacy

11

UNICEF, ‘Protecting the most vulnerable children from the impact of coronavirus:
An agenda for action’ (UNICEF, 3rd April 2020) available at https://www.unicef.
org/coronavirus/agenda-for-action

12

UNESCO, ‘COVID-19 Educational Response and Disruption’ (UNESCO, 2020)
available at https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse

13

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Advocacy Messages for
Child Protection Actors: Prioritizing Child Protection in COVID-19 Response Plans’
(23rd April 2020) available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/covid19advocacy

14

alliancecpha.org/en/child-protection-online-library/technical-note-covid19-and-children-deprived-their-liberty, Better Care Network, The Alliance for
Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, UNICEF and Inter-agency Taskforce,
‘Key Approaches to Response: Annex to the Inter-agency Technical Note on The
Protection Of Children During The Covid-19 Pandemic: Children And Alternative
Care (9th April 2020) available at https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/
particular-threats-to-childrens-care-and-protection/covid-19/alternativecare-and-covid-19/approaches-to-programming-to-engage-all-stakeholdersduring-the-covid-19-pandemic

See Fore, H, ‘Don’t let children be the hidden victims of COVID-19 pandemic’
(UNICEF, 9 April 2020) available at https://www.unicef.org/mena/press-releases/
dont-let-children-hidden-victims-covid-19-pandemic-unicef, The Alliance
for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Technical Note on COVID-19
and Children Deprived of their Liberty’ (8th April 2020) available at https://

seventeen

eighteen

27

28

29

Peterman, Potts, O’Donnell, Thompson, Shah, Oertelt-Prigione, and van Gelder,
‘Pandemics and Violence Against Women and Children’ (April 2020) CGD Working
Paper 528 available at https://www.cgdev.org/sites/default/files/pandemicsand-vawg-april2.pdf>
UNICEF, ‘As COVID-19 devastates already fragile health systems, over 6,000
additional children under five could die a day without additional action’ (UNICEF,
12th May 2020) available at https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19devastates-already-fragile-health-systems-over-6000-additional-children
Korkoyah, D, and Wreh, F.F, ‘Ebola Impact Revealed: An Assessment of the
Differing Impact of the Outbreak on Women and Men in Liberia’ (Oxfam,
2015) available at https://oxfamilibrary.openrepository.com/bitstream/
handle/10546/581371/rr-ebola-impact-women-men-liberia-010715-en.
pdf;jsessionid=A612FD1CDAFB23D4340A12D1ACB235AB?sequence=1

30 Europol, ‘COVID-19: Child Sexual Exploitation’ available at https://www.europol.
europa.eu/covid-19/covid-19-child-sexual-exploitation
31

32

33

Council of Europe, ‘COVID-19 Confinement: States must step up protection of
children against sexual exploitation and abuse says Lanzarote Committee’
(Council of Europe, 7th April 2020) available at https://www.coe.int/en/web/
portal/-/covid-19-confinement-states-must-step-up-protection-of-childrenagainst-sexual-exploitation-and-abuse-says-lanzarote-committee
Better Care Network, The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action,
UNICEF and Inter-agency Taskforce, ‘Key Approaches to Response: Annex to
the Inter-agency Technical Note on The Protection Of Children During The
Covid-19 Pandemic: Children And Alternative Care (9th April 2020) available at
https://bettercarenetwork.org/library/particular-threats-to-childrens-careand-protection/covid-19/alternative-care-and-covid-19/approaches-toprogramming-to-engage-all-stakeholders-during-the-covid-19-pandemic
Sistovaris, M, Fallon, B, Miller, S, Birken, C, Denburg, A, Jenkins, J, Levine, J,
Mishna, F, Sokolowski, M and Stewart, S, Child Welfare and Pandemics (Toronto,
Ontario: Policy Bench, Fraser Mustard Institute of Human Development,
University of Toronto, 2020) available at https://www.ispcan.org/wp-content/
uploads/2020/03/Child-Welfare-and-Pandemics-Literature-Scan_Optimized.
pdf

34

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘2019 Edition of the
Minimum Standards for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action’ (15th April 2020)
available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/CPMS_home

35

United Nations, ‘Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Children’ (15 April 2020)
available at https://unsdg.un.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/160420_Covid_
Children_Policy_Brief.pdf

36

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Guidance Note:
Protection of Children during Infectious Disease Outbreak’ available at https://
alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/cp_during_ido_guide_0.
pdf?file=1&type=node&id=30184

37

Brooks, A, ‘Care and Protection of Children in the West African Ebola Virus Disease
Epidemic: Lessons Learned for Future Public Health Emergencies’ (UNICEF, 2016)
available at https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/10319/pdf/finalebola-lessons-learned-dec-2016.pdf

38

World Health Organization, Guidance for Managing Ethical Issues in Infectious
Disease Outbreaks (World Health Organisation, 2016)

39

United Nations, ‘Policy Brief: The Impact of COVID-19 on Women’ (9th April 2020)
available at https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/
sections/library/publications/2020/policy-brief-the-impact-of-covid-19-onwomen-en.pdf?la=en&vs=1406

nineteen

40 World Health Organization, Guidance for Managing Ethical Issues in Infectious
Disease Outbreaks (World Health Organisation, 2016)
41

Human rights watch, ‘Human rights dimension of COVID-19 response’ (Human
Rights Watch, March 2019) available at https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/
human-rights-dimensions-covid-19-response

42

Brooks, A, ‘Care and Protection of Children in the West African Ebola Virus Disease
Epidemic: Lessons Learned for Future Public Health Emergencies’ (UNICEF, 2016)
available at https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/10319/pdf/finalebola-lessons-learned-dec-2016.pdf

43

Goudie, A, ‘Re-thinking our Global Economic Future’ (2020) University of
Strathclyde, Fraser of Allander Institute available at https://www.sbs.strath.ac.uk/
feeds/news.aspx?id=2023

44 Committee on the Rights of the Child, ‘COVID-19 Statement’ (8th April 2020)
available at https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRC/Shared%20Documents/1_
Global/INT_CRC_STA_9095_E.pdf
45 The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, ‘Technical Note:
Protection of Children during the Coronavirus Pandemic V.1’ (March 2020)
available at <https://alliancecpha.org/en/COVD19>
46 Human rights watch, ‘Human rights dimension of COVID-19 response’ (Human
Rights Watch, March 2019) available at https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/19/
human-rights-dimensions-covid-19-response
47

The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action, UNICEF, IFSW and the
Global Social Service Workforce Alliance, ‘Social Service Workforce Safety and
Wellness during the COVID-19 Response: Recommended Actions’ (28th April 2020)
available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/child-protection-online-library/socialservice-workforce-safety-and-wellness-during-covid-19

48 Inter-agency Standing Committee (OHCHR and WHO), ‘Interim Guidance
COVID-19: Focus on Persons Deprived of their Liberty’ (27th March 2020) available
at https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/other/iasc-interim-guidancecovid-19-focus-persons-deprived-their-liberty-developed-ohchr-and-who
49 The Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action and UNICEF,
‘Technical Note: COVID-19 and Children Deprived of their Liberty’ (8th April)
available at https://alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/
covid-19_and_children_deprived_of_their_liberty_v1_lowres_0.
pdf?file=1&type=node&id=37576
50 Steven, D, de Langen, M, Weston, M, and Muller, S, ‘Justice in a Pandemic:
Briefing One: Justice for All and the Public Health Emergency’ (April 2020)
available at https://www.globaldashboard.org/wp-content/uploads/Justiceand-the-Public-Health-Emergency-8Apr20.pdf
51

Chatterjee, S, ‘Access to Play for Children in Situations of Crisis: Synthesis
of Research in Six Countries’ (2017) International Play Association available
at http://ipaworld.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/IPA-APC-ResearchSynthesis-Reportsinglepg.pdf

52

Davidson, J, Elsley, S, Giraldi, M, Goudie, A, Hope, K, Lyth, A, Van Keirsbilck, B,
Justice for Children, Justice for All: The Challenge to Achieve SDG16+ Call to Action
(Glasgow: CELCIS - Inspiring Children’s Futures, University of Strathclyde, 2019)
available at https://bf889554-6857-4cfe-8d55-8770007b8841.filesusr.com/
ugd/6c192f_23f7a997509d40388a689da6f0059a82.pdf> and <https://www.
justice.sdg16.plus/justiceforchildren

twenty

Inspiring

Children’s Futures
IN THE LIGHT OF COVID-19

Learning Report One

Authors:
Dr Susan Elsley, Independent Child Rights Consultant and
Professor Jennifer Davidson, Executive Director, Institute for Inspiring
Children’s Futures, University of Strathclyde
Please cite this work as: Elsley, S and Davidson, J, ‘Protecting Children’s
Wellbeing in Response to COVID-19: Learning from Past Epidemics’
(May 2020) Inspiring Children’s Futures Learning Report Series 1/2020.
www.InspiringChildrensFutures.org
Acknowledgements:
While their mention does not imply their endorsement, the authors are
grateful to the Justice for Children, Justice for All Core Group: Professor
Andrew Goudie, University of Strathclyde; Kristen Hope, Terre des
hommes; Annette Lyth, Office of the Special Representative of the
Secretary General for Violence Against Children; Benoit Van Keirsbilck,
Defence for Children International; as well as humanitarian and child
experts from UNICEF; Defence for Children International; the Alliance for
Child Protection in Human Rights; the African Child Policy Forum, who
generously gave their time reflecting on their experiences, and directing
the team to key ideas and references; and to the Scottish Government
and OECD, who kindly reflected on earlier drafts of this content to inform
this Learning Report. Finally, our thanks to Helen Schwittay and Sophie
Shields for their knowledge exchange assistance.
www.InspiringChildrensFutures.org
Disclaimer:
This Learning Report may be freely reproduced with the appropriate
acknowledgement.
Brochure Design: www.huttoncreativedesign.co.uk
© Inspiring Children’s Futures at the University of Strathclyde. May 2020

PATHFINDERS
I I 11II I 11II I 11I I FOR

PEACEFU~ JUST AND INCLUSIVE SOCIETIES

Justice for Children
Justice for All

~rin9
children's
,Futu

Univel5ityof.

Strathclyde
,G1lasgow

