
In February 2025, the University of
Strathclyde (Glasgow, Scotland)

hosted the first online Global Bike
Bus Research Workshop.

Research groups in Scotland, the
US, Canada, Colombia and Spain
presented their unique bike bus

research, with research continually
emerging from many other places! 

Check out the flags below, is bike
bus research happening in your

country?

On YouTube, search “Bike 
Bus Research Workshop” 
to see the workshop recording.

 Global bike bus/ bicibus research
A bike bus (or bicibus or bike train) is a group of children

cycling, wheeling and scooting, with adults, on a set route and
at a set time to an agreed destination, usually to/from school. 

 As bike buses grow and share their story on social media,
interest in the practice is increasing in bike bus hot spots.

The diverse themes of bike
bus research from our

research workshop shows
the impact that bike bus

practice can have:

Child friendly cities
“Parents as Infrastructure”
Challenging car supremacy
Perceptions, attitudes and
perceived benefits of all
bike bus stakeholders
Organisation and
sustainability features
Physical and mental health
benefits
Ethics of care, conflict and
peace
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https://t.co/4gI6awj3Le


In September 2022, academics and community
members from different disciplines formed the
Active Mobility Hub at the University of
Strathclyde (Glasgow, Scotland). Since then, we
have been working together on bike bus research. 

Our first academic publication on active mobility
looked at the perceptions of road and space users
towards the popular Shawlands bike bus in
Glasgow.

Deirdre.Harrington@strath.ac.uk
James.Bonner@strath.ac.uk
Neil.Ferguson@strath.ac.uk

www.actify.org.uk/strath-activemobility
Instagram @strathactivemobilityhub

What did we do? We developed an online
survey with dialogic-style questions.
 

How did we do it? We handed out links to
the survey to pedestrians, bus passengers,
drivers and businesses at the exact time the
bike bus was passing on its route. We
thematically analysed the survey responses.

Who responded? 172 adults with a mix of
backgrounds and characteristics.

What did respondents say about the bike bus? 
A bike bus was identified by other road and
space users as a climate challenge solution that
can create a transport mode shift, reduce
emissions and improve air quality. 
It was also recognised as a form of community-
level activism, or a protest, that disrupts the  
status quo on the roads. 

Why does this matter? 
Public perceptions influence culture and behaviour
change. Opening a conversation with the public
and engaging with community perceptions can
minimise resistance to broader transportation
system change.

https://t.co/4gI6awj3Le
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